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Students branch out with innovative designs for gardening
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From an original submission of more than 140 entries, six have been selected to
contest the final of the competition, which is organised by the Institute of
Materials Minerals and Mining and the Worshipful Company of Horners, and
headline sponsored by Covestro, with support from market leaders in design
and innovation.
The competition brief, Branching Out – Design For Garden Innovation,
challenged students to design an innovative product, primarily from plastics, that
will better connect people with nature, enhancing the pleasure of gardening or
leisure activities within the garden, or by helping to sooth mind and body after a
long and stressful day.
After two days of sifting through a fascinating variety of entries, the judges have
whittled the entries down to the final six:
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Syeda Fatima Abedi Manji, De Montfort University: Gingko – a planter
for urban spaces designed specifically with children in mind to help their
development and promote the joy of gardening.
Olivia Alexander, De Montfort University: Buzz – A bee friendly planter
that administers an anti-mite chemical directly to the bees.
Lewis Brown, Teeside University: Dynamic Grip – an ergonomic garden
multi-tool targeting gardeners with arthritis.
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Zeina Mofti, Brunel University: G Cycle – a product which combines
modern indoor gardening with home aquariums to enhance wellbeing,
by providing a calm and relaxing environment.
William Oughton, Brunel University: Bulb Garden Furniture – a set of
garden accessories designed to enhance and add function to
unattractive fencing.
Alex Roquero, Brunel University: Hook – a portable balcony shelf which
hooks to any kind of railing, thereby optimising space in reduced areas.

The students have now been asked to read the judges’ comments, and refine
their entries, ready for presenting their products for final judging in a day of
further scrutiny and interviews on May 25. From those, the overall winner will be
decided and the result announced at a ceremony in London on July 6.
Chairman of the judges, Richard Brown, managing director of RJG Technologies
Ltd, said: “The way the students interpreted the subject varied tremendously and
it challenged the judges to compare some very diverse solutions, ranging from
nature to leisure.
“Many entries let themselves down by not adhering to the brief, which asked
them to provide a product while having due regard to intellectual property and
prior art, manufacturability and materials. However there were some ingenious
proposals and it’s clear the design talent from our universities is strong and far
reaching.
“We have six very good finalists and we wait to see how their designs evolve in
the next few weeks before they present their products for final judging.
Design engineer, Mike Stuart, formerly of Covestro, added: “Our six finalists
have products which have been well thought out. They will need further
development and refinement, particularly regarding manufacturing and costings,
and one or two clearly have potential for adding extra features to widen their
appeal. We are very excited about the potential of some of these products and
are looking forward to the final judging, when we will see how their prototypes
work.”
The prestigious Design Innovation in Plastics Award is the longest running
student plastics design competition in Europe, having been established in 1985.
About Covestro:
With 2017 sales of EUR 14.1 billion, Covestro is among the world’s largest
polymer companies. Business activities are focused on the manufacture of hightech polymer materials and the development of innovative solutions for products
used in many areas of daily life. The main segments served are the automotive,
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construction, wood processing and furniture, and electrical and electronics
industries. Other sectors include sports and leisure, cosmetics, health and the
chemical industry itself. Covestro has 30 production sites worldwide and
employs approximately 16,200 people (calculated as full-time equivalents) at the
end of 2017.
This press release is available for download from the Covestro press server at
www.covestro.com. Photos are available there for download as well. Please
acknowledge the source of any pictures used.
Find more information at www.covestro.com.
Follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/Covestro
sb
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Forward-looking statements
This news release may contain forward-looking statements based on current assumptions and forecasts
made by Covestro AG. Various known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors could lead to
material differences between the actual future results, financial situation, development or performance of
the company and the estimates given here. These factors include those discussed in Covestro’s public
reports which are available at www.covestro.com. The company assumes no liability whatsoever to
update these forward-looking statements or to conform them to future events or developments.

Notes to editors
1. Established in 1985, Design Innovation in Plastics is the longest running
student plastics design award in Europe. For more information visit
www.designinnovationplastics.org
2. The Institute of Materials, Minerals and Mining (IOM3) is a major UK
engineering institution and is the professional body for the advancement of
materials, minerals and mining to governments, industry, academia, the
public and the professions. For more information visit www.iom3.org
3. The Worshipful Company of Horners is one of the oldest livery
companies in the City of London and was formed to regulate the horn-working
trade. In 1943 it adopted its modern equivalent, the plastics industry. For more
information visit www.horners.org.uk

Other competition sponsors:
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Brightworks: an award-winning UK product design and development
consultancy dedicated to helping other companies develop the best
products for their customers, their markets and their brands
HellermannTyton: one of the leading suppliers of products for fastening,
fixing, identifying and protecting cables and their connecting components
Innovate Product Design: specialises in helping individuals to protect,
develop and commercialise their new product ideas and inventions
PDD: provides integrated design and innovation skills, working with
organisations worldwide to develop novel products, services and business
processes that drive revenues and create competitive advantage
RJG Technologies: an independent, non-biased company offering injection
moulding industry support, training and advisory services
Media partners: British Plastics and Rubber, Materials World, Mould
Technology

